WRITTEN REPORT
Description of the pairing experience
Youth on the Trail of World Heritage – 2019-2020 edition

This document has to be written by the teachers in collaboration with the contact person of the city
administration or needs to be validated by that person.
For the schools sending a scholarship application: this document has to be handed in at the latest on
March 13, 2020. If your city and your twin city both apply for the study trip scholarship, one written
report is enough, but not mandatory (you can also send one written report per school if you prefer).
For the schools not interested in the scholarship: this document has to be handed in at the latest on May
19, 2020. In that case, it is expected that each school sends its own written report.

1. Give the name of your city, the name of the participating school, the name of the teacher, name of
the contact person, the age and number of students.
Évora is a World Heritage city since 1986 and we attend Gabriel Pereira Secondary School.
(Agrupamento de Escolas Gabriel Pereira https://aegp.edu.pt/web/pt-pt/inicio). The teachers involved
in the project are 2 – Maria Isabel Carreira – History Teacher and Delfina Vinha-English Teacher.
The class involved in the project is 10º. E – Humanities – has 28 students.
Saint Petersburg is a World Heritage city since 1990. The Russian students involved in the project
attend school №328. http://www.school328.ru/ and https://www.instagram.com/p/B8enzOOIQhp/

The teacher involved in the project is Natalia Stankovskaya, the English teacher of the school 328.
Contact person – Olga Bragina, specialist of the Committee for the state preservation of historical
and cultural monuments of Government of Saint Petersburg.
About 15 students participate in the project.
The students are 15 to 17 years old.
The students from both schools worked well, visited museums, did research, prepared posts,
attended special events, created a website with signature tours. The students were highly motivated
and enthusiastic throughout the process.
https://spbevora.wixsite.com/mysite

2. Explain in a few words how you heard about this program and why you were interested in it.
Évora - We heard about this program in the site of OWHC and we had contact from Paula Santos,
the City Hall representative, in charge of international projects, challenging us to join in, which we
gladly accepted, as we like to meet other people and learn about other cultures, since our school
usually joins in similar projects such as OWHC and Erasmus +.
Saint Petersburg – A government representative came to the school and suggested us to participate
in the project. Our school is always open to projects that allow us to learn about other cultures and
practice our English speaking skills.

3. Describe when you started to exchange with the twin class, how did you make first contact and
through which medias (social medias or other communication tools) were taking place the
exchanges.
After the invitation from our Municipality, we got in touch with St. Petersburg Municipality
(Government of St. Petersburg) and we started our work sending e-mails to our twinned Schools in
St. Petersburg and we had quick and enthusiastic answers.
We began our work about Heritage: study visits and research work about the topics the students
choose. During the videoconferences by Skype, we also discuss the topics of our common work and
present the results of our work through PPT presentations.
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9bKoxCADYE/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9PzOoGAVIk/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8y-drWgoqf/
Afterward, we made the research about Heritage we publish posts on Instagram and students
communicate with their pairs from the twined schools. The Instagram group created for the project
is spb_evora_owhc. (https://www.instagram.com/spb_evora_owhc/?hl=ru)
After getting an invitation from a government representative we got our twinning school`s contact
details.We contacted our twinning school in Évora via email. Then we started posting content on
Instagram and Facebook. We posted videos, texts, and photos of Saint-Petersburg and the suburbs
and introduced them to the history and the cultural heritage of the city. After that we had several
conferences via Skype. We mostly talked about the main historical sights of our city and about their
history in general. The students from our twinning school got particularly interested in the
Hermitage.

4. What was the frequency of the exchanges?
The exchanges on Instagram/Facebook were made daily by students of both schools. The vídeo
conferences were held every 15 days (which gave us an opportunity to meet in person, get to know
each other better, and create and share presentations not only according to our initial plan but
those of special interest to both sides. For example, after watching the general presentation on Saint
Petersburg, Évora students requested to learn more about the Hermitage, which students from
Saint Petersburg gladly did for the next video conference. Besides, the students as well as their
teachers had conversations via Instagram and Facebook. They commented on each other`s posts
and exchanged opinions.

5. As part of which class did the exchange take place (history, arts, tourism, language...)?
The exchange took place under the subject of Historic and Arts Heritage, apart from which there
was also a focus on the Cork Oak, because it is one of the most important resources in Alentejo.

As for the students from Saint-Petersburg, they worked on the project as part of their English
classes. They were focused on enhancing their language skills, but they were also interested in
learning about the cultural heritage of Évora as well as their own city`s World Heritage.

6. Make a list of all the activities you did as part of the program and give a short description for each
one of these (what, where, when, how long, etc.).
ÉVORA
- Study visit to the Évora Museum and research – January 2020
- Roman Itinerary and reports – February 2020
- Évora Medieval and Renaissance Itinerary and Reports – February and March 2020
- A workshop about Medieval Évora – February 2020
- An interview with the President of the City Hall – Challenges facing Évora, a world heritage
city, in the 21st century.

Results: PPT Presentation about the Heritage places chosen by the students throughout the
process.



SAINT PETERSBURG
As a part of the project Russian students went on a tour of the Hermitage with the school’s
History teacher Peter Vinokurov to learn and research more about one of the biggest and
greatest
museums
in
the
world.
February
2020
(https://www.instagram.com/p/B86m3wDAd3G/,
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8_ZZ3rg6ul/)








Students made numerous trips to the historical center of the city where the main World
Heritage sights are located to research and prepare exchange posts. – 9th February
2020Several meetings with the government representative and the curator of the project Olga
Bragina in order to get a consultation on various challenges of the project, for example
challenges facing Saint Petersburg, a world heritage city, in the 21st century. We also took part
in Skype conferences and had a lesson devoted to our Heritage object. Attended a closed
presentation of the book Historic Centre Of Saint Petersburg dedicated to the 30th anniversary
of including Saint Petersburg in the UNESCO World Heritage List, which was held by the
government
of
Saint
Petersburg.
March
2020
(https://www.instagram.com/p/B84EvXwgcTb/,
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8rG0ijANMm/)
Created signature tours of Saint Petersburg https://spbevora.wixsite.com/mysite/oursignature-tours
Got a special invitation from the Government of Saint Petersburg as a project team. We
attended the presentation of the book about Saint Petersburg’s cultural heritage. The book’s
release is devoted to the 30th anniversary of inclusion of Saint Petersburg in the UNESCO
World Heritage List. Many people including the curator of our project, Olga Bragina, took
part in writing this book. As a result they have created a compilation of routs with
recommendations
on
places
to
visit
in
Saint
Petersburg.
(https://www.instagram.com/p/B9UOrnPgoVs/)
Made trips outside the city to prepare a research for further posts on World Heritage object)
( Ekaterininsky Park and Palace in Pushkin, Fortress Oreshek, Kronstadt). January to March
2020(https://www.instagram.com/p/B9LxtL-gD8Q/,
https://www.instagram.com/p/B81nyL6qIqr/
,
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9PtW4jA91f/)

Results: PPT presentations about the Heritage places chosen by the students throughout the
process.

Mutual results and products
Website of the project with various products. Daily posts on Instagram, Facebook .
https://www.instagram.com/spb_evora_owhc/?hl=ru
https://spbevora.wixsite.com/mysite

7. What did the students learn about their World Heritage and the one of their twin city?
Students from the both sides of the project were conquered by this active way of learning not only
about their Heritage Town, but also about a country and a place that for them is very far away.
They looked for information online showing their interest about the partner country and city. They
learned about the challenges facing the objects of heritage which in turn encouraged them to
popularize and protect them.

8. How was the exchange on a linguistic point of view?
The exchange was very important for developing writing skills and thinking in a foreign language.
English as a foreign language used to communicate and present the work to their project mates and
everyone involved. Furthermore, to expand vocabulary and enrich their overall language
knowledge.
9. Did the students go further in their conversations than exchanging about the topic of World
Heritage?
Heritage was our main topic, but the students also wondered about Tourism, social life and
Development of the communities that live in a World Heritage Place. During our Skype

conferences, the students had a chance to ask each other questions about national character,
customs and traditions. For example, students asked each other about how teenagers prefer to
spend their free time, what places of interest they especially like to visit, invited each other for
further questions after the posts, which created interesting and thought-provoking discussions. A
few appointed students from each school constantly communicated with each other via email and
social networking sites referring our posts and future project work.

10. Give as many other details as you wish to, in order to give a complete summary of your experience.
This was a very good experience for our classes: they profited a lot with this possibility of learning
in the field, used project methodology to make their project, translate, produce the PPT
presentations and afterwards present it to their classmates in English. The teacher of History and
the English teacher of Gabriel Pereira Secondary School worked together.
A flexible curriculum was developed and our students became more enthusiastic about their
culture and of course about their teammates. We have established new contacts and we are
planning to maintain them in the future. Besides, we are eager to learn more about World Heritage
in the future and to have a chance to visit our twin city and school, see the World Heritage objects
with our own eyes and develop life-long friendships.

You can visit
Our website https://spbevora.wixsite.com/mysite
Our Instagram account https://www.instagram.com/spb_evora_owhc/
Our
Facebook
account
https://www.facebook.com/people/SaintPetersburgEvora/100047116626777

Please join to this document the work sheets made by the students and any other document (photos, links
to blogs, social media pages/groups, etc.) that demonstrate the exchanges between the students.

These are screenshots from our webpage

Some of the examples of the Instargram and Facebook posts

Students from Évora. The Retable of
Evora's Cathedral

Students from Évora. Geraldo
Geraldes marble sculpture

Students from Évora. The Roman
Temple

Ksenia Tsendrovskaya and Yury
Arkhangelsky. The Singer house

Anya Kablukova. Kazan Cathedral

Ariadna Filippova. Catherine Palace
in Pushkin

Natalia Nikitina and Katya (Kate)
Kosogova. The Savior on Spilled
Blood

Examples of parts of the presentations used during
Skype conference.

Our signature tours which were especially created for the project
by the students. We decided to use QR-codes in our tours as they
make our touristic experience more up-to-date and convenient.

You can visit our website
(https://spbevora.wixsite.com/mysite/our-signature-tours) in order to
get acquainted with our signature tours:

1) Past and present of the underground life in St. Petersburg
2) St. Petersburg – the city where wishes come true
3) The mystery of Evora’s megalithic circuit where wishes come
true

